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TUESDAY, 18 JUNE, 2019 – GENERAL MEETING
ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO:
THE SECRETARY, P.O. BOX 193, CASTLE HILL 1765

Website Address: www.castlehillprobus.org.au

Monthly Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10 am
Cherrybrook Community and Cultural Centre,
31 Shepherds Lane, Cherrybrook – off Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT – JUNE 2019
Thank you to all those members who completed and returned their updated membership
details at the last general meeting. It is important that we have an accurate list of our
members in case of an emergency and it also a requirement under our risk management
policy. If you have forgotten to submit your updated details will you please hand them in
at the June general meeting. There are still some free medical cards available from me if
you did not get one.
Members are reminded that they should have their completed medical card with them
at all Probus activities.
Most members have renewed their membership for the year and again a big thank you for making this task
easy for our Treasurer. If you are still to renew your membership will you please do so at the June General
Meeting or pay by EFT.
We have seen an increase in the number of members taking advantage of the beautiful autumn weather to
participate in the club’s numerous activities. The Walking Group enjoyed a scenic walk around Iron Cove
and the Gardening Group learnt all about healthy soils at the Council’s Environment Community Centre in
Annangrove. The Dinner Group enjoyed a delicious Italian meal at Jags Restaurant in Bella Vista. Members
are always welcome to join in any group’s activities by informing the group convener prior to the event.
Our International Tour group sets off for the Cook Islands later this month and we wish them a safe,
enjoyable holiday and look forward to hearing all about their adventures on their return. Many of our
members take advantage of this time of year to travel to the northern hemisphere and we hope they have
a fabulous time and return with lots of interesting tales to share.
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The Metro has finally opened and now provides a wonderful opportunity for members to travel easily
within our city at the very reasonable cost of $2.50 for the day. As the teething problems are solved I’m
sure many of us will take advantage of this means of transport.
Stay healthy and a reminder to have the flu vaccine if you haven’t already done so and continue to enjoy all
that our Probus Club has to offer.
LYN WILKES, PRESIDENT

CLUB FACILITIES FOR YOU TO USE AND ENJOY
Book Exchange – A ‘Borrow and Return’ exchange arrangement at no cost.
Notice Board – Showing recent photographs of Club activities. Also Member’s ‘FOR SALE’ items.
Suggestion Box – Located along the front of the stage. (Please identify yourself on your suggestion)
Tradesman/Professional Directory – Business Cards of your recommendations held by Noelie Long.

WELFARE
We have several members home and recovering from surgery, injuries and illness. We wish them, as well
as other members who are unwell, a speedy recovery and hope to have them back with us very soon.
Winter is here and we are starting to feel the cold. A good walk, a read in the sun or warm room, would be
a pleasant way to spend some time in winter. Probus has a variety of indoor activities we could enjoy.
Maybe an opportunity to try a new Activity Group.
If you know of anyone who would like a card or a cheerio call, please let Anne Gover know.

ATTENDANCE
Please advise our Membership Officer, Glenys Pye, if you are unable to attend any particular General
Meeting.
An apology DOES NOT reduce the number of meetings required to achieve a 50% attendance record.
Please advise our Secretary, Pat Catanach, in writing/email if you require LEAVE OF ABSENCE for one or
more General Monthly Meetings.
PLEASE NOTE: A LEAVE OF ABSENCE request must be received by the Management Committee prior to
their meeting on 1st Tuesday of the month. When approved, it reduces your maximum required
attendance level for the year. It is a constitutional requirement that all members maintain a minimum
ratio of 50% attendance. In simple terms if you apologise for, or fail to attend 7 meetings each year your
membership will be terminated.

Note: Please send any information to the Secretary for inclusion in this Newsletter by
the first Tuesday of the month, which is when the Committee meets. Many thanks.
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COMMITTEE – 2019/2020
PRESIDENT - Lyn Wilkes

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER – Glenys Pye

VICE PRESIDENT - John Perry

INTERNATIONAL TOURS and CRUISES - Tony Folland

SECRETARY - Pat Catanach

PROPERTY OFFICER – Ralph Gosling

TREASURER - Anne Lockwood

OUTINGS and DAY TOURS – Elizabeth Lessells

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT - Tony Folland

WEEK AWAY TOURS – Colin Yates
ACTIVITIES OFFICER – David Lewis

(FOUNDATION PRESIDENT: Robert Stack)
GUEST SPEAKERS COORDINATOR - Anne Perry
REFRESHMENTS OFFICER – Helen Rose
SPECIAL EVENTS and PUBLIC OFFICER - John Michell

NON COMMITTEE:

NON COMMITTEE:

NEWSLETTER EDITOR – Annette Watson

PHOTOGRAPHER/HISTORIAN - Ron Canfield

WEBSITE EDITOR - Alan Watson

WELFARE OFFICER – Anne Gover

Private and confidential for Probus use only
Not to be used for any other purpose

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO:
THE SECRETARY, P.O. BOX 193, CASTLE HILL 1765

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
TUESDAY, 30 JULY, 2019
12 NOON
WATERVIEW RESTAURANT
199 BAY ROAD, BEROWRA WATERS
$47pp - 3 courses including wine and soft drink
Entertainer – Lonnie Lee
FINAL REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT AT THE JUNE GENERAL MEETING
Please have the correct money when making payments
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FOR YOUR DIARY
PROBUS CHRISTMAS PARTY - $60 per person
TUESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER, 2019 at 12 NOON
CROPLEY HOUSE – VICTORIA ROOM
84 WATKINS ROAD, BAULKHAM HILLS
Registration not until the August General Meeting

ACTIVITY GROUPS
These groups are established for your enjoyment. It’s a great way to meet new people and make new
friends. Our Convenors are always very willing and happy to welcome new Members.
So do try to get involved.
BOOK EXCHANGE

Roger Atack

Ross Long

BOOK READING GROUP

Barbara Primrose

BOWLS GROUP

Robert Cochrane

BRIDGE GROUP

David Lewis

CARAVANS AND CABINS

Les and Jill Dyball

CRAFT GROUP

Carole Rock

FISHING GROUP

Bob Tubman

GARDENING GROUP

Harry Koller

GENEALOGY GROUP

John Wilkes

GOLF GROUP

Bob Osborne

MOVIE GROUP

Jan Quinn

SAPPS DINING OUT

John Michell

TENNIS GROUP

Harry Koller

THEATRE PARTIES

Marie Woodward

WALKING GROUP

Johanna Cancian

Ruth Cocks

Vyvyan Orley

BOOK READING GROUP – MONDAY, 24 JUNE, 2019 2.00-3.30 PM
The Book Reading Group meets at the Cosy Nook Cafe, Shop 1, Ward Place, Round Corner, Dural.
In May we discussed 'Bridge of Clay' by Marcus Zusak. Brilliantly written (though
deliberately jumpy and confusing in the beginning), it gradually reveals the reasons
behind the violent and obsessive behaviour of five abandoned teenage boys, particularly
'Clay', the quiet central figure, who builds a bridge (both actual and metaphorical)
between the boys and the father who abandoned them. Although we found the story
compelling, we also found it unbelievable, as school and social workers would step in in such a situation.
We rated this book 7 out of 10. (This represents the average of our individual ratings.)
On 24 June we will discuss 'Persuasion' by Jane Austen. We are a small but enthusiastic group and other
Club members are welcome to join us anytime.
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BOWLS GROUP – FRIDAYS, 28 JUNE AND 12 JULY, 2019 AT 9.00 AM
The next social bowls will be on 28 June and 12 July. Please have names in by 9.00 am
at Castle Hill Bowling Club.
New bowlers are always welcome and free coaching and bowls are available for you
to try the game first.

BRIDGE GROUP - BRIDGE LESSONS – IMPROVERS
Little to report, Improvers Lessons underway at ARV from the 25 May, details last
newsletter.
Have spoken with Ross and Muriel the extra lesson is unlikely before the last week of June,
for those involved I'll let you know once details are confirmed.

CARAVANS AND CABINS - MONDAY 9 SEPTEMBER TO FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER
CARAVAN AND CABIN ACTIVITY GROUP HUNTER VALLEY VISIT – 5 DAYS/4 NIGHTS INGENIA HOLIDAY
PARK CESSNOCK
Join fellow club members for a special 4 nights cabin stay in the exciting Hunter Valley at the Cessnock
Ingenia Holiday Park. Enjoy some of Australia’s best wines and food, visit the outstanding Hunter Valley
gardens , experience Hot Air Ballooning, or visit the valley’s historical townships, the areas activities are
endless and rewarding.
Further details for cabin booking arrangements contact Alan Jones at the activity desk or via email.

CRAFT GROUP – EVERY THURSDAY - 1.30-3.30 PM
The June and July meetings are at Village Green Community Centre, 109 Bella Vista Drive,
Bella Vista. Meetings from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm.
We do not meet during the School Holidays. New members are always welcome.

FISHING GROUP – FISHING TRIP – TUESDAY, 9 JULY, 2019
The Probus Fishing Group endeavour to catch a variety of fish using our expertise and
knowledge on the second Tuesday of each month.
We always look forward to and welcome new participants.
In May four members spent a beautiful sunny day on Brisbane Waters in a hired tinnie catching flathead,
flounder and throw back bream. We then went to Gosford Sailing Club for a beer and light lunch.
Our next activity was a lunch at the Mooney Mooney Club on 11 June overlooking the Hawkesbury River.
On 9 July, we plan to beach or rock fish at Patonga on the northern side of the Hawkesbury River. We plan
a light lunch and beer at the renovated Patonga Hotel.

GARDENING GROUP
Our last Garden group meeting held at the Hills Councils Community Environment Centre
in Annangrove on 29 May was attended and enjoyed by about 25 Probus Gardening
enthusiasts. Our host was Mr Gerard Nolan, supported by several hard working staff.
Ms Lesley Nolan gave an excellent slide presentation, explaining how we all could (and
should) care for, and “Improve our Garden Soil” the way nature had intended. Lesley
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answered all the questions from our knowledgeable group, and afterwards joined us for coffee/tea and
cakes provided by Margaret Koller and other Probus attendees.
Note! The Kollers are booked to take two weeks holidays in Vanuatu this month, a period where nothing
much grows, therefore we will not arrange a garden group meeting in June, but we will locate and check
out other potential venues and hosts for July/August.

GENEALOGY GROUP – WEDNESDAY, 10 JULY, 2019 - TBA
A wonderful day out for 21 Gene members visiting Vaucluse House for our May excursion.
12 JUNE - GUEST SPEAKER for our Wednesday, 12 June Meeting is Dr Peter Hobbins from
the University of Sydney to talk on “The Spanish Flu of 1919” which accounted for more
victims than the Great War. This should be a fascinating talk on the influenza pandemic that engulfed the
world. Meeting starts at 1.00 pm at the Village Green Community Centre, Bella Vista Drive, Bella Vista
with the usual contribution charge of $5.00.

MEETING – WEDNESDAY, 10 JULY - TBA
11 SEPTEMBER - Note: A ‘walking tour’ visit to Rookwood Cemetery, Lidcombe on 11 September
organised by the cemetery trust (cost about $15.00) – all welcome.
New to Family History and want to know more, then come along to the Gene Group meetings or phone the
group convenor. John Wilkes, Convenor - Administration.

GOLF GROUP – MONDAY, 9 JULY, 2019 AT 8.30 AM
We had a small group of six players for our May game. The course was in excellent
condition and the weather perfect
It is wonderful to see John Barker back after a layoff of eight months. Congratulations to
Terry Baker for winning the match with 37 points, getting nearest the pin and hitting the longest drive.
Coming in second with 32 points was Malcolm Robson and third with 27 points was Tony Folland.
The July game will be at on Tuesday 9 July at Richmond. Please meet at the Pro Shop 15 minutes prior to
hit off at 8.30 am. New members are always welcome.

MOVIE GROUP – 2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
On the 11 June the Movie Group went and saw "Red Joan" starring Judi Dench and Sophie
Norwood and afterwards, as usual, we had lunch at Cosmo Coffee. Everybody enjoyed the
film. It was based on a true story set from the 1940's onwards involving espionage and the
Cold War.
If you would like to join our popular Movie Group please contact Jan Quinn (Convenor) or Vyvyan Orley

TENNIS GROUP – EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 5.00-7.00PM
Our Tennis Group on Wednesday evenings in Hastings Park continues to be well attended,
so that we fully occupy the two courts allocated to us from 5 pm to 7pm.
As a pleasant bonus, two of our long-term Castle Hill players (David Lewis and Ross Long)
who had been absent for long periods, returned last Wednesday and played very well.
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WALKING GROUP – FRIDAY, 21 JUNE, 2019 – GEEBUNG TRACK, CASTLE HILL
Please meet at Field No. 1 Car park at 10 am (see directions below).
This track is a bushland walk and classified easy to moderate using formed tracks and
paths, fire trails and rougher bush tracks. Starting point is Field No 1 car park,
Fred Caterson Reserve Castle Hill. The reserve is accessed via Caterson Drive off Gilbert
Road Castle Hill. Field No 1 is 1km from the entrance and is well sign posted.
Essential to wear good walking shoes, bring drink bottle, hat and morning tea. Facilities are available at
the beginning of the walk and at about the half way point. Walk will be postponed if wet.
Lunch will be at The Castle Hill Tavern a short 5 min drive from the reserve. Lunches are $15 and $12 for
seniors. The leader for this walk will be John Perry. Please phone him if you have any questions. Looking
forward to seeing everyone there.
Reminder : Walk Leader for July will be Dominic Cancian

WINE AND CHEESE GROUP
Your Committee has decided to launch a Wine and Cheese Group, a new low cost social opportunity for
our members.
The group will meet at a member’s home (the Host) on the 4 th Friday of the month from 7.00 pm to
9.30 pm sharp, except for the months of November, December and possibly, June or July (Xmas in July), for
a social occasion with fellow club members.
The Host will be revealed only at the General Meeting immediately before the Group meets. It is planned
to hold the 1st Meeting in August and then meetings in September and October. The Host will determine
how many guests they can comfortably accommodate. At the General Meeting a list will be available for
guests to indicate their wish to attend and pay $5, to enable the hosts to purchase cheese and
crackers/bread for consumption at the meeting. Bookings are on a first come first served basis. A waiting
list will also be provided.
We are looking for extra hosts who can accommodate a minimum of 30 guests some of whom might only
be able to do this during the summer months, when they have outside entertainment areas available,
which should also allow for a greater number of attendees. We already have 5 hosts but would welcome
extra offers to host.
Don’t rule yourself out because you don’t think you don’t have enough chairs or tables, glasses, mugs,
plates, utensils as the meetings are BYO everything including wine, beer, soft drinks or water and guests
will bring them, if the host requires them.
Events may be enlivened by including short trivia quizzes, music quizzes, i.e. what song is that and who
performed it. The options are endless and solely at the discretion of the host and the imaginations and
suggestions of our members. It may purely be a social occasion to catch up with members or to meet new
people.
The Activity Director and/or the Vice President will co-ordinate the ‘roster’ and assist the hosts where
required.
At the June General Meeting, John Perry, will raise the issue of Wine and Cheese Group and ask for a show
of hands. If there is reasonable support, John will take down names and details at the tea interval of those
members wishing to participate and also those willing to host.
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The matter will be raised again at the July GM, and Marie and I will take down any further names at the tea
interval then.
At the November Committee Meeting, the Committee will assess how the group is running and what
changes, if necessary may need to be implemented, before any resumption of meetings in January 2020.
John Perry/David Lewis

THEATRE PARTIES
Payments MUST be made by the Finalised date. Cancellations advised prior to Finalised Date.

Event
MURDER ON THE WIRELESS
MAMA MIA
CHICAGO
BILLY ELLIOT

SCHOOL OF ROCK

Date

Price

Payment Due

Friday, 12 July
Ensemble Theatre
Wednesday, 17 August, 2019

$70

Finalise June

$50

Finalise June

Wednesday, 18 September, 2019
Capitol Theatre 1.00 pm
Wednesday, 20 November, 2019
Lyric Theatre 1 pm

$70

Finalise July

$80

Wednesday, 27 November, 2019
Capitol Theatre 1.00 pm

$70

Finalise September. We need
16 for a group. This show is
finishing in December hence
the change of dates
Finalise September

TOURS AND OUTINGS
The Tour Desk will usually open from 9.30 am to take your bookings and collect your payments.
If you cannot attend a selected Outing please remove your name from our list.
There can be no refunds after the cut-off date for day trips unless a replacement can be secured.
TOUR DESK OPERATORS – ELIZABETH, TONY AND COLIN

DAY TOURS – ELIZABETH LESSELLS
FRIDAY, 21 JUNE, 2019 – 12.30 PM - THE JEWISH MUSEUM
Location: 148 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst. Travel is by public transport. Kings Cross and then Museum
are the closest railway stations. Lunch will be followed by a guided tour at 2pm.
Bookings are now closed for this activity, however, if you are still interested you can put your name on
the waiting list.

MONDAY, 1 JULY, 2019 – 8.30 AM - VICE REGAL TOUR OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
Cost: $75 (Includes bus transport, morning tea, guide, two course lunch, entry to Hillview House and Bong
Bong Church.) Final payment is of $75 is required at the June meeting.
Time: We will leave at 8:30 am. Return will be between 4:30 and 5:00pm.
As parking for extended periods is no longer available on the Showground alternate arrangements have
been made. We will meet in the car park across Showground Road from the Harvey Lowe Pavilion. Access
to this car park is as follows: Turn into Gilbert Road from Showground Road. Take the first on the left into
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Fred Caterson Drive. Then take the first on the left. Pass the Hills Basketball Stadium on the right. Follow
the road to the car park at the top of the hill.
Our guide for this tour will be the amazing Judith Dunn, OAM. Judith has an extensive knowledge of this
area and will entertain us with stories of the past and present social elite who made this region their home
away from home. Highlights include: a visit to the old Vice Regal Residence, Hillview House where we will
explore the house and gardens, Bong Bong Church that has some unusual features and a delicious two
course lunch with tea/coffee at Moss Vale Services Club. There has been a strong response to this trip.
I have contacted Judith Dunn and she has organised a bigger bus to accommodate us all.

FRIDAY, 16 AUGUST, 2019 – 10AM - THE MUSEUM OF FIRE
Time: 10am at the Museum. The entry is at the rear. Address: 1 Museum Drive, Penrith NSW 2750.
Travel via the M4. Turn off at the Mulgoa Road exit. At the intersection of the Great Western Highway
(A44) continue straight ahead. The road becomes the Castlereagh Road. Museum Drive is on the right.
Cost: $12 (Covers Concession Entry and morning tea) Lunch will be at Kelly’s Brasserie at Panther’s,
123 Mulgoa Road, Penrith. I have reserved tables at the rear of the restaurant for us. Lunch will be at your
own expense. Small meals are $12- $15. Large meals range from $20-$30.
The Museum of Fire aims to be the foremost Australian museum on the understanding of the experience
of fire. Most prominently the Museum stands as a testimony to the heroic efforts of firefighters in our
community, guarding their history and heritage for future generations.
Housing one of the finest collections of its kind in the world, the Museum has over 80 large moveable
objects in its care dating from the early 1800’s through to modern times reflecting the changing
technology, the desire to overcome fire and its role in the Australian community. Many of the vehicles are
heritage listed and coupled with the countless pieces of ephemera, memorabilia, archives and photographs
the collection is second to none.
The Museum is integrally linked to the community through its hosting of major local and regional events,
its participation in heritage and community days and its ability to present a wide variety of operational
vehicles for display at these events is widely acknowledged. The Museum of Fire presents an extensive
range of education programs, heritage tours, activities and tours for all ages and levels and is a popular
venue for school excursions, family outings and a view into the fascinating world of fire and fire fighting.
This is a unique opportunity for Probus members to ensure their fire safety both in the home and in bush
fire prone areas. We will be given an escorted tour of the Museum by the CEO, serving firefighter, Mark
White.
I suggest that we all take the opportunity to car pool. I will have sheets on the sign on table available for
both those who are prepared to car pool and those that need a lift.

WEEK AWAY TOURS – COLIN YATES
1. YAMBA AND THE GRAFTON JACARANDA FESTIVAL - 20 OCTOBER-27 OCTOBER 2019
We have 36 who have paid the $150 pp deposit. First night at Port Macquarie, 5 nights at Moby Dicks at
Yamba, last night at South West Rocks. The trip includes a cruise on the Clarence.

2. RED CENTRE ULURU, ALICE SPRING – 27 JULY-2 AUGUST, 2020
We have 34 Expressions of Interest. Fly both ways. The unique Sounds of Silence Dinner Uluru, Kings
Canyon, Stanley Chasm, Welcome to Country Ceremony.
Brochures available.
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INTERNATIONAL TOURS – TONY FOLLAND
1. COOK ISLANDS - 9 DAYS/8 NIGHTS WITH ON COURSE TOURS
DEPARTS 13 JUNE AND RETURNS 21 JUNE 2019
As you read this report 12 of your fellow members will be indulging in the weather, surf, seafood, and sand
of the lovely Cook Islands.

2. SOUTH AFRICA - JOHANNESBURG, KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, CAPETOWN
AND VICTORIA FALLS - DEPARTS SYDNEY 28 APRIL 2020 AND RETURNS ON
15 MAY 2020
The details of the tour have been finalised along with the airfares. There has been a lot more preparatory
work associated with this tour than normal. We have been very critical in ensuring the venues,
accommodation and the travel between venues were of a standard to ensure that a high level of comfort
will be achieved. We look forward to a great once in a lifetime experience.

FOOTY TIPPING COMPETITION
After the completion of Round 11 the top three places were held by:
Malcolm Robson
Barbara Robson
Terry Bishop

61 points
56 points
56 points

NEXT MEETING - TUESDAY, 16 JULY, 2019
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July 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
DAY TOURS –
SOUTHERN
HIGHLANDS

2
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
MEETING

3
TENNIS GROUP

7

8
GOLF GROUP

9
FISHING GROUP
MOVIE GROUP

10
11
TENNIS GROUP
NO CRAFT
GENEALOGY –
MEETING - SPEAKER

14

15

16
PROBUS MEETING

17
TENNIS GROUP

21

22

23

24
TENNIS GROUP

28

29
BOOK GROUP

30
31
CHRISTMAS IN JULY - TENNIS GROUP
12 NOON
WATERVIEW
RESTAURANT,
BEROWRA WATERS

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS – SAT, 6 JULY-SUN, 21 JULY, 2019
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4
CRAFT GROUP

Fri

Sat

5

6

13

18
NO CRAFT

12
BOWLS GROUP
THEATRE GROUP –
MURDER ON THE
WIRELESS ENSEMBLE
19
WALKING GROUP

25
CRAFT GROUP

26
BOWLS GROUP

27

20

