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CASTLE HILL PROBUS CLUB INC 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 
 

VOLUME 26 - ISSUE 262 – JUNE 2026 
Website Address: www.probuscastlehill.org.au   
Enquiries:  enquiries@probuscastlehill.org.au  
Facebook:  Castle Hill Probus Club Inc 
Monthly Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10 am    
Cherrybrook Community and Cultural Centre,  
31 Shepherds Lane, Cherrybrook – off Shepherds Drive, Cherrybrook 
 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2026 AT 10.00 AM  
 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT – JUNE 2026 
Good morning members and visitors  
We are now officially into winter, so I hope everyone is managing to keep warm 
and well with the changeable weather conditions.  I hope that the unwell members 
are soon recovered and up and about again. 
  
At the latest committee meeting the members agreed that the special events for 
the remainder of the year confirmed.  Christmas in July, Crazy Whist  (September), 
Christmas lunch in December, Breakfast in the Park (January 2027  
 
Unfortunately, the 250 Club was cancelled on 28 May due to the inclement 
weather and is being considered for the August 250 day. 
  
The Guest speaker for May, Graeme Simms, spoke about Bea Miles who was an 
Aussie Free Spirit.  He spoke about her early life and the changes that occurred to 
her that caused her to become the eccentric character who wandered the streets 
of Sydney from the 1940s and beyond.  Like many people I remember her as a 
character around Kings Cross.  I never met Bea but some of our members had 
encounters with her. 
  
We have 3 new members for induction at our June meeting so please give them a 
great welcome to Castle Hill Probus Club. 
 

A reminder that we still need to fill the vacancy for Secretary.  
 
Once again members attended the Vicar Hotel following our GM in May for and 
enjoyable lunch.  The Vicar has been booked again for lunch following our meeting 
in June. 
  
Does this belong to you?  Found when finishing up at last GM 1 Black Kathmandu 
drink container.  I will have the said drink container at the meeting.  
Thank you, June Cassidy President.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING PARKING AT GENERAL MEETINGS 
Note that a number of parking spots around the hall have been changed to  
“Disabled Parking”.  One member has already received a hefty fine.  When  
attending general meetings, please check that you are not using one of the newly 
designated disabled spot. 
 
WELFARE – TRISH WARTON - A number of our members are having a few health  
challenges.  We wish them all a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing them 
resume activities asap.  If you know of anyone who could do with a card or a  
cheerio, please contact Trish Warton by phone or email.  
 
ATTENDANCE – HELEN STRONG - Please advise our Membership Officer, Helen  
Strong by email, if you’re unable to attend a particular General Meeting.  Note that  
an apology DOES NOT reduce the number of meetings required to achieve a 50% 
attendance record. 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE APPLICATIONS – PETER WOLNIZER - The Committee meets the first 
Tuesday of each month.  Applications for Leaves of Absence are to be in writing or  
by email and must be received by the Secretary prior to the Committee meeting.   
 

Please advise our Secretary, Peter Wolnizer, by email if you require a LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE for one or more General Monthly Meetings. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO:  
THE SECRETARY, PO BOX 193, CASTLE HILL 1765 

or by email  
 

NEW MEMBERS AND EXISTING MEMBERS 
Please feel free to invite a friend to come and see what our club has to offer.   
Note that our membership is no longer restricted to retirees. 
 

WELCOMERS - We are asking interested members to be on a roster as a Welcomer.   
The Roster will be available at the Attendance Desk.  Any queries please contact 
our Membership Officer, Helen Strong.  We are a friendly Club and the smiling, 
happy face of a Welcomer can be the positive introduction to our Club that new 
and prospective members would appreciate.  
 

The Welcomer role is about accompanying a prospective member through their 
first few club general meetings, explaining how the Club’s meetings are run, where 
facilities are and how morning tea happens.  During the morning tea break the 
Welcomer would introduce them to other members with an invitation to join in the 
Club’s activities outlined in the newsletter, such as the Ladies Coffee and Chat 
Group or the Men’s Chat Group. 
 

MEDICAL CARDS   – All members are encouraged to carry a Probus Medical card or 
similar personal medical card that includes emergency contact details when 
attending Probus meetings and events.  If you don’t have a medical card, please 
collect one from the Welcome Desk.  IMPORTANT – Please ensure you have 
CURRENT information especially EMERGENCY CONTACT details on your medical 
card.   

 

WEBSITE EDITOR   
Alan Watson  

 

WELFARE OFFICER 
Trish Warton  
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GUEST SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS  
JUNE MEETING – Nicole Driscoll “Looking after your eyes and ears”. 
Nicole is the Dispensing Director at Specsavers, Winston Hills.  Her presentation 
brings us up-to-date with the latest Optometry and Audiology techniques. 
 
JULY MEETING – David Short “Royal Flying Doctor Service” 
David will talk about the origins of the Royal Flying Doctor Service generally and 
then focus on the work that is undertaken by and from the RFDS Base at Dubbo.  
Future projects being undertaken at the base by the Dubbo Support Group will be 
outlined. 
 
AUGUST MEETING – Zieta O’Brien – “Nurse next Door” 
Zieta is a registered nurse and her presentation will focus on the “Support at 
Home” packages available, and the alternative options for those aged over 65 
years.  She aims to empower the community with information to make the best 
choices for themselves.  She also has experience working with the Aging and 
Disability Commission and can offer insights into people’s rights and available 
resources. 
 

VACANT POSITION - SECRETARY 
We still have a Committee vacancy – Secretary.  If you have a willingness to fulfil 
this role please contact any of the current Committee members and advise your 
position.   

 
USEFUL LINKS 
PROBUS SOUTH PACIFIC – ACTIVE RETIREES MAGAZINE 
https://probussouthpacific.org/pages/magazines_active_retirees_current_issue  
MYGOV - https://my.gov.au/mygov/content/html/about.html  
MYAGED CARE - https://www.myagedcare.gov.au/  
SERVICE NSW - https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/ 
SCAMWATCH - https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/ and 

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/news-alerts 

 

https://probussouthpacific.org/pages/magazines_active_retirees_current_issue
https://my.gov.au/mygov/content/html/about.html
https://www.myagedcare.gov.au/
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/news-alerts
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FOR YOUR DIARY 

IMPORTANT NOTE: In order to be GUARANTEED A PLACE FOR AN EVENT, you MUST REGISTER 

via FLOKTU and you MUST PAY for the event by the payment deadline. 

Please remember that paying by Square incurs a small fee. 

*Please make sure you sign on for all events as this will mean that you are covered by Probus Insurance 
 

DATE EVENT CONTACT 

Thursday 
11 June 2026 

TLC JUNE 

Wentworthville Leagues Club 

 

Anne Lockwood 

Thursday 
25 June 2026 

JUNE DAY TOUR - Victoria Barracks 

Cost - $90 for 30 people 

Elizabeth Lessells 

Thursday 
9 July 2026 

TLC JULY - Bull and Bush Hotel Anne Gover 

Tuesday  
14 July 2026  

SAPPS DINNER 

Il Lago Italian Restaurant 

Cost:  $69 

Peter Wolnizer 

Wednesday 
22 July 2026 

JULY DAY TOUR - Pavilion Theatre 

Cost - $30 

Elizabeth Lessells 

Friday 
24 July 2026 

JULY DAY TOUR  

Christmas in July – Robertson Hotel 

Cost - $120 

Elizabeth Lessells 

Fran Orr 

Thursday 
13 August 2026 

TLC AUGUST - The Dural Club Peter Wolnizer 

 

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL - SISTINE CHAPEL EXHIBITION 

Elizabeth Lessells would like to attend this exhibition and is inviting others to join her.  Please contact 
Elizabeth by phone or email.  Alternately, please click on the link to register for a date and time that suits 
you. https://sistinechapelsydney.com.au/ 
 

 

  

https://sistinechapelsydney.com.au/
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TLC - The Lunch Club June 2026 
WENTWORTHVILLE LEAGUES CLUB 
50 Smith Street, Wentworthville 
 
11 JUNE 2026 AT 12PM 

 
Meet down the bottom of the escalator. We will go early and save some tables. 
 
Order and pay for you own meal. 
There are also daily specials. 
Drinks at bar prices. 
 
Please register by Floktu  Deadline:  4 June 2025 
 
Further information contact Anne Lockwood phone or email 

 

 
 

TLC - The Lunch Club July 2026 
BULL AND BUSH HOTEL, 378 Windsor Road, Baulkham Hills 
50 Smith Street, Wentworthville 
 
9 JULY 2026 AT 12PM 
This month we are going back for a nostalgic visit to the Bull and Bush Hotel at Baulkham Hills.  Some 
members will recall that this was our first lunch venue after our Club meetings at the Castle Grand. 
 
The Bistro has an extensive menu and there are a number of specials priced at $17. See details at 
www.bullandbushpub.com.au  Order and pay for your own lunch and buy drinks at the bar. 
DEADLINE - 2 July 2026 
 
Entry to the car park is from Windsor Road.  Coming from the north via Old Northern Road, turn right at Olive 
Street and left into Windsor Road.  There is then an access bay in Windsor Road that provides safe access to 
the Hotel parking area. 
 
Please email Anne Gover by phone or email if you would like to attend. 
 
 

 

  

http://www.bullandbushpub.com.au/
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SAPPS DINNER 
Strictly Amateur Palate Pleasing Society 

 

IL LAGO  
Unit G01 / 8 Century Circuit 

Norwest Business Park 
Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

 
TUESDAY 14 JULY 2026 – 6.00 PM 

 

 

 

Please join us for another convivial and enjoyable SAPPS dinner – three courses (entrée, main and dessert) for 
just $69 per person.  No BYO but drinks are available for purchase at your own expense.  Details of the menu 
are available on the following link https://www.illago.com.au/content/files/functions/Illago_group_March-
2026.pdf  
 
Register on Floktu as soon as convenient.  FLOKTU.  PLEASE PAY BY EFT to the Probus Club’s bank account.  
DEADLINE:  Tuesday 7 July 2026 
 
Enquiries – please contact Peter Wolnizer phone or email  
 

 

TLC - The Lunch Club August 2026 

 
 
THE DURAL CLUB, 662 Old Northern Road, Dural 2158 
13 AUGUST 2026 AT 12PM 
 
Please join us for a convivial and enjoyable TLC lunch at the Dural Club.  The Dural Club merged with the 
Parramatta Leagues Club in August 2023 and underwent a major renovation that was completed in late 2024.  
It is now a very comfortable venue with an extensive menu that includes $20 daily specials.  We have reserved 
tables. 
 
Order and pay for you own meal.  Drinks at bar prices.  Here’s a link to the menu 
https://www.duralclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/DK-Dec2025-A4menu-V8.pdf  
 
Please register by Floktu  DEADLINE - Thursday 6 August 2026.  
 
For further information please contact Peter Wolnizer phone or by email  

https://www.illago.com.au/content/files/functions/Illago_group_March-2026.pdf
https://www.illago.com.au/content/files/functions/Illago_group_March-2026.pdf
https://www.duralclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/DK-Dec2025-A4menu-V8.pdf
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JULY DAY TOURS - ELIZABETH LESSELLS - Christmas in July, Robertson 
ADDRESS - The Robertson Hotel, 1 Fountaindale Road Robertson 

DATE AND TIME - Friday, 24 July 2026 – 9.00 am departure.  Be there 8.45 am. 

PRICE - $120 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY – ROBERTSON HOTEL - WAIT LIST 
This year we are heading for the cooler climes and who knows - it might even snow?  
We are travelling by coach leaving at 9 am and including a morning tea stop, to the Robertson Hotel that is 
set in beautiful grounds in the Southern Highlands.  On arrival we will be greeted with a glass of mulled wine 
followed by a delicious three-course meal including coffee, all served in a beautifully decorated room with a 
roaring fire. 
 
Drinks during the meal are available for purchase.  3 pm will see us heading back home and I’m sure there 
will be many a contented snooze on the way.  

 
 
 
 

 

TRANSPORT - By coach.  Pick up in the bus stop in Castle Street outside Castle Hill RSL near the entrance to 
the Bowling Club.  Please use the entrance near the bowling club and park your car on the far side of the car 
park.  (The council is doing work in the area of our usual spot and Elizabeth is not currently in a position to 
check it out.  Hence, the change of pick up spot.) 

FLOKTU AND DEADLINE - Floktu:   Deadline: by 19 May 2026 
As we now have a waiting list for Christmas in July can you please pay your $120 ASAP or at the next 
meeting please. 

PAYMENT-  by EFT to the Probus Club’s bank account.   

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Elizabeth Lessells phone or email   
Frances Orr phone or email    
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ACTIVITY GROUPS 

These groups are established for your enjoyment.  They are a great way to meet new people and make new 
friends.  Our Convenors are always very willing and happy to welcome new members.  All dates are correct as 
at time of printing. 
 

GROUP MAIN CONTACT NEXT EVENT 
   
250 CLUB 
($2.50 OPAL CARD) 

Glenys Pye 25 JUNE 2026 

BOOK EXCHANGE Diana Larbalestier At the monthly meetings 

BOOK CLUB Karin Regel 29 JUNE 2026 

BOWLS GROUP Robert Cochrane 26 JUNE 2026  
10 JULY 2026 

CABIN & CARAVAN CLUB Michelle Dale 9-13 NOVEMBER 2026 

GARDENING CLUB Jill and Les Dyball 24 JUNE 2026 

GOLF GROUP Nigel Nield 14 JULY 2026 

LADIES COFFEE & CHAT GROUP Anne Gover 26 JUNE 2026 

MEN’S CHAT GROUP John Lucas 
Brian Simpson 

17 JUNE 2026 

MOVIE GROUP Sue Donnolley 9 JUNE 2026 

ONLINE TRIVIA QUIZ Helen Stafford-Osborne 2ND AND 4TH FRIDAY 

SAPPS DINING Peter Wolnizer 14 JULY 2026 

THE LUNCH CLUB (TLC) Anne and Neil Gover 11 JUNE 2026 

WALKING GROUP Viv Wilson 3 JULY 2026 

WINE & CHEESE 
 
 
 
 
 

Libby Nield JUNE CANCELLED 
OCTOBER 2026 

 
DEFIBRILLATOR 

The Club’s defibrillator is available for major outings and events.  Convenors and coordinators can 
book the defibrillator by contacting Elizabeth Lessells phone or email with details of the event, dates, 
duration etc.   
YouTube demonstration on the use of our defibrillator:   https://youtu.be/xouPVQgqrSk 
 

  

https://youtu.be/xouPVQgqrSk
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$2.50 CLUB (OPAL CARD) – THURSDAY 25 JUNE 2026 
DESCRIPTION:   We will meet at 10.15 am wharf 3 Circular Quay to catch 10.30 am ferry to Manly where we will 
have coffee, then catch bus to Collaroy. Lunch at Collaroy RSL.  We will return Via Chatswood and the metro. 
Leader Glenys Pye  

CONVENOR - GLENYS PYE – phone or email  

 

BOOK CLUB – TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2026 – 2-4 PM  
VENUE - Karin Regel’s home 

THE BOOK OF THE MONTH - Pilbara – Judy Nunn 
This epic historical tale follows the Burton family, who must journey from the lush, green rolling hills of Yorkshire, 
England, to the harsh, lawless frontier of the brutal West Australian outback to salvage their sheep and cattle 
property, restore their family’s honor, and face the myriad challenges of a violent frontier. Along the way, the 
narrative incorporates the broader historical backdrop of the late-1800s north-west development, including pearl 
fishing, gold prospecting, and the tragic displacement of the local Indigenous populations. 
The novel shows meticulous research, rich characterization, and eye-opening depictions of the outback. 
Rating:    7.5 out of 10  
 
 

Next Meeting is Tuesday 29 June 2026.  Everyone welcome.  Send a message.  Bring a friend and a small plate of 
snacks to share.  Our meetings are always “good fun social get togethers” and we get to read interesting books, we 
normally may not look at. 

CONVENOR - KARIN REGEL – phone or email  

 

BOWLS  GROUP –26 JUNE AND 10 JULY 2026 – 9.00 AM 

VENUE - Castle Hill Bowling Club 

DESCRIPTION – Bowls will be on 26 June 2026 and 10 July 2026.  Please have names in by 9.00 am at Castle Hill 
Bowling Club.  New bowlers are most welcome and bowls are available to try the game first with free lessons and 
coaching. 

CONVENOR - ROBERT COCHRANE, CONVENER – phone or email   

 

CABIN AND CARAVAN CLUB – MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER TO FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2026 

Cabin and Caravan Event - Monday 9 November to Friday 13 November, 2026  
Destination: Seaside Holiday Resort, 48 Marine Drive Fingal Bay Phone 4981-1533 
Email  seasideresort@fcswc.org.au  Web: Club Holiday Resorts NSW  https:/fcswc.org.au>seaside 

Here is an outline of what we are proposing to do.  Michelle has tentatively booked in 13x2 brm units on the 
ground floor for In Mon 9/11/26 out Friday 13/11/26 and 1x3 brm unit 

$217.00 per night 2 bedroom, (no single rooms available).  (Therefore $868.00 for 4 nights).  The 3 brm unit is $242 
per night.  DEPOSIT $100.00.  FULL PAYMENT DUE 14 DAYS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL DAY.   
If anyone would like to share a cabin at Fingal Bay eg two ladies or two men, then please contact Frances Orr by 
phone or email  
 
MONDAY 9/11/2026 - ARRIVE SETTLE IN.   
5.00PM Get together at BBQ area for Sundown drinkies.  6.00PM BBQ Own food/shared BYO 

TUESDAY  10/11/2026 - Activities still to be organised 

WEDNESDAY 11/11/2026 - Activities still to be organised.   
5.00PM Sundown drinkies at BBQ area.  6.00PM BBQ Own/shared food BYO 

THURSAY 12/11/2026 - Activities still to be organised 

mailto:seasideresort@fcswc.org.au
http://fcswc.org.au/
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WHAT YOU MUST DO TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT 
1. Mark your Calendar 

2. Identify if you are choosing to room share.  Confirm who you are sharing with and book a room 

3 Call Seaside Holiday Resort (4981-1533) and make booking and pay your deposit payment direct to Seaside 
Holiday Resort 

3(a) Feel free to stay the weekend for an additional cost of you so desire. 

4.Email Michelle Dale with your booking reference number and who you are sharing with ( no questions asked!) 

5. It is important we make our booking confirmations quickly as the resort will only hold the booking open for a 
short period of time.  We will come back to you with more detail when we have a more complete picture of who is 
coming. 

If you have activity suggestions please let Michelle Dale know.   

CONVENOR – MICHELLE DALE - Phone or email  

 

GARDENING CLUB – WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 2026 – 10 AM 

Our next meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2026 will again be at Dyball’s home at 10am 
We will be investigating the beautiful aspects of flower bulbs.  More information will be at our June general 
meeting.  As usual a lovely morning tea will be available.  Visitors are most welcome if you would like to be 
involved, 2 free visits. 

CONVENORS - JILL AND LES DYBALL – phone or email  

 

GOLF GROUP – 14 JULY 2026 –  MAY AND JUNE NO GAMES 

DESCRIPTION – The winner for our April game at Windsor was Vic, and he took out the longest drive as well. 
Next game with have a new challenge introduced to replace nearest the pin. It will be nearest the pin from an 
approach shot, thus giving all skill levels equal opportunity.  
Next game will be the 14 July 2026.  Contact Nigel if you are interested in a game after 24 June 2026.  

CONVENOR - NIGEL NIELD - phone or email  

 

LADIES COFFEE AND CHAT GROUP – FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2026 – 10.30 AM 
VENUES – Baulkham Hills Sports Club, Renown Road, Baulkham Hills 

We meet on the last Friday of the month at 10.30 am at Baulkham Hills Sports Club, Renown Road, Baulkham Hills.  
This is a friendly group where you can catch up with friends and make new friends.  If you would like to take part in 
these gatherings please contact Anne Gover.  

CONVENOR - ANNE GOVER - phone or email  

 

MEN’S CHAT GROUP – WEDNESDAY 17JUNE 2026 – 10.45 AM 

The next meeting of the Men’s Group will be held on Wednesday 17 June at the CASTLE HILL RSL.  Meet in the 
foyer at 10.45am, then to the games room for snooker at 11.00am, followed by lunch (at own expense) at 
12.00pm.  Please note that John will not be there but Brian Simpson will look after you. Brian’s contact details 
below. 

CONVENORS - JOHN LUCAS - phone or email 
BRIAN SIMPSON – phone or email  
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MOVIE GROUP –TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2026 – 10 AM 

VENUE - Castle Hill Events Theatre, Castle Towers.  Lunch at Cosmo Café, Castle Towers.  Approximately $12 for the 
movie and lunch at your own expense. 

DESCRIPTION:  In May We had a lovely time watching The Devil Wears Prada 2.  I can't believe it has been 20 years 
since the first movie was released.  Do join us for a movie, lunch and a fun chat next month. 
 
Our next Movie Group get together will be Tuesday 9 June 2026 at 10 am.  Movie - H is for hawk 
Helen's beloved father passes away.  To overcome her grief she revisits her past and takes up falconry. 
Starring Claire Foy, Angus Cooper.  Price - Standard seat $13, Recliner seat$16 
Time - 10am.  Lunch - Cosmo Cafe - own expense 
Please arrive at least 15 minutes early to buy your ticket and perhaps a coffee.  The attendance sheet needs to be 
signed too. 

CONVENOR - SUE DONNOLLEY – phone or email  

 

PROBUS ONLINE TRIVIA QUIZ – ON AGAIN 

DESCRIPTION – Helen will be sending out the quiz on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month. 
Welcome back to those players from last year.  For you and those who are new…you are invited to participate in 
our Quiz over the next few days.  PS  If you do not wish to take part in this activity, simply ignore or delete this 
email.  OR contact Helen and she will remove you from my email list. 
This is not a contest!  However, please SUBMIT your answers so Helen knows how many of you are playing - the 
more players, the better.  Helen will publish correct answers on Monday or Tuesday along with names of those 
who achieved 20 or 19 correct answers.  (Please email if you want to question the answer) 

It’s up to you how you play.  You may want to test your memory; or you may wish to take the opportunity to 
increase your knowledge by researching through Google.  Your choice – Both acceptable.  It’s about having fun 
and increasing your knowledge.  Quiz closes late Sunday night or early Monday mornings.  
This is a help if you forget to submit on Sunday night!  Happy quizzing. 

CONVENOR – HELEN STAFFORD-OSBORNE -  phone or email  

 

WALKING GROUP – FRIDAY 3 JULY 2026 – 10.30 AM 

VENUE:  Knightsbridge Circuit 

DESCRIPTION – Meet at the baseball Carpark in Ridgecrop Rd (behind the Carpark for Knightsbridge shops), at 
10.30 am.  This walk includes paved paths and bush tracks. It is an easy to moderate 5kms. Rest rooms and lunch 
will be available at Knightsbridge shops.  Sign on sheet will be available at our general meeting. 
 
Please bring:  sensible walking shoes, hat, water, money for lunch. 
Leader and Convenor - Viv Wilson  

CONVENOR - VIV WILSON phone or email  

 

WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT OR AFTERNOON – OCTOBER 2026 
JUNE 2026 CANCELLED.  The Wine and Cheese Group do not meet during the winter months. 
DESCRIPTION – Next event will be held in October, venue to be advised, then every second month after that. 
December, February and April before we again rest for winter. 
Libby is looking for volunteers to host a two hour wine and cheese event, either evening (6 to 8 pm) or afternoon  
(3 to 5 pm) in any of the months noted above.  Typically the first week of the month.  
Please contact Libby via email or phone noted below. 

CONVENOR – LIBBY NIELD by phone or email  
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TOURS and OUTINGS 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION - A SYNOPSIS OF WHAT IS COMING UP. 

 

Month Activity Comments 

Thursday 25 June  
 
Date TBC 

Victoria Barracks 
 
Visit to Riding for the Disabled 

See information above. 
 
Date to be confirmed. Our own Pip Lovely will organise this 
for us. 
 

Friday 24 July  
 
 
Wednesday 22 

July 

Christmas in July, Robertson 
 
 
Pavillion Theatre – Shot in the 
Dark. 

Bus tour. Atmospheric building. See information above. Get 
in early. 
 
Elizabeth has booked for 20.  7.30pm  for 8:00pm.  Cost is 
$30 
 

Friday 21 August Vinegar Hill Heritage Tour Bus tour with Judith Dunn. 2 for 1 lunch at the Fiddler.  We 
can’t car pool.  Judith’s insurance doesn’t cover it. 
 

September Visit to Camden Park, home of 
the late John Macarthur in 
Camden 

Bus Tour with Judith Dunn 
Date TBC 

October Bus to Palm Beach – Ferry ride 
to the Central Coast. Lunch 
and explore. Bus home. 

Bus Tour. Date TBC 

November Melbourne Cup Car pooling. The Camden Valley Inn.  Too early to make a 
booking yet. Elizabeth did try! 
 

December  No day tours booked. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE FROM ELIZABETH LESSELLS   
Over time there have been changes to the way in which we have to pay for our day excursions.  Many private 
operators will not invoice us any longer and require payment at the time of booking.  This means that there is 
a considerable amount of guesswork to determine the amount of interest in any day tour.   
 
Please book with Floktu and if possible please pay the cost of the tour immediately into our club account 
using Electronic Fund Transfer OR pay ASAP using the square at our club meeting.  If warranted, our treasurer 
will issue a refund.  I appreciate your kind assistance in this matter.  It makes the job of organising Day Tours 
so much easier. 
 
Elizabeth Lessells, Day Tours Convenor 
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JUNE DAY TOUR – ELIZABETH LESSELLS – Victoria Barracks 
ADDRESS: Victoria Barracks, Oxford Street, Paddington + Visit to the new Fish Market 

DATE: Thursday 25 June 2026 
TIME: 8.30 am.  Meet at 8.15 am  

PRICE: $90 for 30 people 
DESCRIPTION:  A question mark still stands over the future fate of the Victoria Barracks.  Get to see it while you can! 

         
Victoria Barracks, located on Oxford Street in Paddington, was constructed between 1841 and 1848 and was first 
occupied by the 11th Regiment of Foot. Since 1885, the Barracks has played an important role in supporting the 
Australian Army through various military campaigns. 
 
The site features the historic parade ground, guard house, original officers’ quarters, main barracks building, and the 
Army Museum. Today, Victoria Barracks is meticulously maintained by Army Eastern Command and stands as one of 
the largest and best-preserved examples of colonial Georgian architecture in Australia. 
Our day begins with morning tea en route, followed by a guided tour of the Barracks and museum. After the tour, we 
will enjoy a delicious two-course lunch, followed by tea or coffee, at the Paddington RSL Club. 
In the afternoon, we will visit the new Sydney Fish Market, an impressive waterfront destination and one of the largest 
seafood markets in the Southern Hemisphere. The state-of-the-art facility showcases Sydney’s rich seafood industry, 
featuring a wide variety of fresh seafood, gourmet produce, and specialty retailers. You will have time to explore, 
browse, and make purchases.  Eskys will be provided on the coach so you can safely store your purchases for the 
journey home. 
 
Tour Details: 

 What's Included: Morning tea, guided tour, two course lunch with tea or coffee and luxury coach transport. 
NB: Victoria Barracks require a list of all attendees names and addresses three weeks in advance.   
All attendees must bring photo ID with them on the day. Victoria Barracks is still a working military base.  
Please give your details to Elizabeth. 

TRANSPORT:  By coach. Pick up in the bus stop outside Castle Hill RSL. Please use the entrance near the 
bowling club and park your car on the far side of the car park. (The council is doing work in the area of our 
usual spot and I’m not currently in a position to check it out. Hence, the change of pick up spot.) 
 

FLOKTU AND DEADLINE  Deadline: 15 June 2026 

PAYMENT - by EFT to the Probus Club’s bank account.   

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Elizabeth Lessells phone or email  
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JULY DAY TOUR – ELIZABETH LESSELLS – Pavilion Theatre, Castle Hill Showground 
ADDRESS: Pavilion Theatre, Castle Hill Showground.  Ample parking surrounding the theatre 

DATE: Wednesday 22 July 2026  
TIME: 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm  

PRICE: $30 This includes entry, a glass of wine, nibbles and a cup of tea/coffee at interval 

DESCRIPTION - Elizabeth has booked for 20   
Adapted by Harry Kurnitz from the play “L’Idiote” by Marcel Achard 
One body, one bullet, and a dozen scandalous secrets. 
When a crime of passion is committed in a respectable Parisian household, newly 
appointed Chief Magistrate Paul Sevigne takes on what should be an open and shut 
case. After all, the accused – good natured and guileless maid Josefa – has been found 
unconscious, nude, clutching a gun, with her lover dead beside her.  Yet, armed with 
nothing but gut instinct and a knack for sniffing out buried truths, Sevigne uncovers a tangled web of 
mistresses, motives, and mistaken identities that puts his new position in jeopardy. 

With razor-sharp dialogue and a cast of delightfully flawed characters, expect shocking twists and a murder 
investigation that dances on the edge of absurdity.  A Shot in the Dark is a riotous whodunit that flips the 
murder mystery genre on its head and was the inspiration for Peter Sellers’ 1964 film of the same name. 

TRANSPORT:  Own transport to the venue 

FLOKTU AND DEADLINE  Deadline 10 June 2026 

PAYMENT:   Payment:  by EFT to the Probus Club’s bank account.   

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Elizabeth Lessells phone or email   

 

JULY DAY TOUR – ELIZABETH LESSELLS – Christmas in July, Robertson Hotel 
ADDRESS: The Robertson Hotel, 1 Fountaindale Road, Robertson 

DATE:  Friday, 24 July 2026      TIME:  9.00 am departure. Be there 8:45 am 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY - Friday 24 July 2026 – WAIT LIST 
This year we are heading for the cooler climes and who knows - it might even snow?  
We are travelling by coach leaving at 9 am and including a morning tea stop, to the Robertson Hotel that is set 
in beautiful grounds in the Southern Highlands.  On arrival we will be greeted with a glass of mulled wine 
followed by a delicious three-course meal including coffee, all served in a beautifully decorated room with a 
roaring fire.  Drinks during the meal are available for purchase. 
3 pm will see us heading back home and I’m sure there will be many a contented snooze on the way.  
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TRANSPORT - By coach.  Pick up in the bus stop in Castle Street outside Castle Hill RSL near the entrance to the 
Bowling Club.  Please use the entrance near the bowling club and park your car on the far side of the car park.  
(The council is doing work in the area of our usual spot and Elizabeth is not currently in a position to check it 
out.  Hence, the change of pick up spot.) 

FLOKTU AND DEADLINE -   Deadline: by 19 May 2026 
As we now have a waiting list for Christmas in July can you please pay your $120 ASAP or at the next 
meeting please. 

PAYMENT - Payment:  by EFT to the Probus Club’s bank account.   

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Elizabeth Lessells phone or email   

 

WEEK AWAY TOURS – FRANCES ORR  
The QLD, SA and NSW Corner Country, Innamincka and Mildura Tour  
Sunday 23 August 2026 to Wednesday 2 September 2026  Wait list only 

DESCRIPTION – Travel the Strzelecki Tracks, see the Burke and Wills Dig Tree, Cooper Creek Discovery Cruise 
and lunch, Innamincka Regional Reserve, cross the Dog Fence, Cameron’s Corner – the convergence of NSW, 
QLD AND SA Borders and the Famous Cameron’s Corner Store, Sturt National Park, 2 nights in Mildura, 
Milparinka heritage Centre Plus all the famed scenery of the Corner Country.  Accommodation and all meals, 
Entrance fees to all tourist attractions and tours as per the itinerary. 

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Frances Orr phone or email    

 

WEEK AWAY TOURS – FRANCES ORR  
Murray River on the “Proud Mary” and South Australia Highlights – 20-26 September 2026 
WAITLIST  
DESCRIPTION –7 day package. Includes transfers from meeting point to Airport. Return airfares from Sydney to 
Adelaide, Adelaide sightseeing tour, 5 nights fully inclusive indulgence cruise on the Proud Mary, meals as per 
itinerary and transfers throughout, 1 night luxury accommodation in CBD Adelaide with dinner and breakfast, 
free time in Adelaide. 

Registration must be on Floktu   

COST –$4395 pp twin share or $5995 per single.  Deposit: $500.  Complete the order form available. Deposit 
refundable until 20 September 2025.  It’s important that members pick up the itinerary and booking form from 
Fran at the next meetings so they can return it to Proud Mary in good time. 

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Frances Orr phone or email    

 

WEEK AWAY TOURS – FRANCES ORR  
Bellingen, O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat, Lamington National Park Qld, Gold Coast.  
30 MAY-3 JUNE 2027 
Brochure is available at Fran’s table or request an email one now in advance.  Floktu.  30 people have 
registered already so let’s make it 40 for a full bus of our own!!   
 
DESCRIPTION – Coach up, staying at Bellingen, then in via Maclean and Byron Bay to O’Reilly’s iconic 
accommodation, food, birds and scenery for two nights. A relaxed time doing as much or as little as you wish 
but easy Bird walk, Historic 4WD tour, lunch, Birds of Prey show, bird feeding, afternoon tea, easy treetops 
walk before an amazing dinner. You won’t be hungry after eating at O’ Reilly’s! 
 
Next day driving and exploring more of the National Park with lunch at Murwillumbah then up to Surfers 
where we will have a themed dinner and an Outback Spectacular show. 
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Day 5 relaxed morning sleep in and leisurely breakfast, explore Surfers if you wish before we head for airport 
late morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please register now on FLOKTU and pay your Deposit of $200 into the Probus account at the same time.  
Deposit refundable less $50 until March 2027. 

NB. At June Meeting Fran will have a full list of travellers SO please come to Fran’s table and check room 
sharing details, special needs and advising me of your choice of flying back to Sydney on day 5 or staying with 
the coach including day 6. The price is the same but dropoff if staying with coach would be to Central Station. 

COST – $2095 share.  $2580 single  

ORGANISER’S CONTACT DETAILS - Frances Orr phone or email    

 

OUR NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY 21 JULY 2026 

FUNNIES 
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 WEEK AWAY TOURS – GULF OF CARPENTARIA PLUS TOUR - 16-24 MAY 2026 
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COMBINED CLUBS DAY TOUR – Harbour cruise anniversary of Japanese midget 

subs in Sydney Harbour.   
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WEEK AWAY TOURS - KANGAROO ISLAND - 22-25 MAY 2026   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


