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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT – DECEMBER, 2018
Members who attended the General Meeting last month will recall that on behalf of
your Committee I presented the following motion.
That to:- “INCREASE THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CLUB TO 250 AND MAINTAIN A
WATCHING BRIEF ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CLUB ATTENDANCE LEVELS FOR THE
FUTURE”.
At the December meeting it is planned to allow members to respond to this motion. In
so doing members are asked to recognize that the motion before you is seeking to ensure the future viability of
the club. Members are exhorted to focus their response not on their own personal feelings but on that
espoused by the motion. It is the responsibility of every member to ensure that the current health of the club is
maintained. This is the only way that the club can continue to provide the amenities that we all enjoy.
We are coming to the time of the year where we have to manage the changeover of responsibility for some of
the key management roles of the club for the coming year. I will be presenting to the meeting the needs for
replacement of members carrying out such roles who are stepping down. This circumstance provides the
opportunity for all members to demonstrate their commitment, consider their position and demonstrate their
support for the future viability of the club by registering their interest in nominating for the positions required
prior to the next AGM in March.
As a community we are once again about to celebrate the most significant event in our year that of Christmas.
On behalf of the Committee, Noni and myself, I would like to take the opportunity to wish all members a
blessed safe and happy Christmas as you enjoy the company of family and friends.
Tony Folland, President
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CLUB FACILITIES FOR YOU TO USE AND ENJOY
Book Exchange – A ‘Borrow and Return’ exchange arrangement at no cost.
Notice Board – Showing recent photographs of Club activities. Also Member’s ‘FOR SALE’ items.
Suggestion Box – Located along the front of the stage. (Please identify yourself on your suggestion)
Tradesman / Professional Directory – Business Cards of your recommendations held by Noelie Long.

WELFARE
We have several members home and recovering from surgery. We wish them, as well as other members
who are unwell, a speedy recovery and hope to have them back with us very soon. If you know of anyone
who would like a card or a cheerio call please let me know.
The Christmas Season in now in full swing and we are all thinking of happy get togethers and family
functions. I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a New Year filled with good health, peace and good times.

ATTENDANCE
Please advise our Membership Officer, Glenys Pye, if you are unable to attend any particular General
Meeting.
An apology DOES NOT reduce the number of meetings required to achieve a 50% attendance record.
Please advise our Secretary, Barry Hayward, in writing/email if you require LEAVE OF ABSENCE for one or
more General Monthly Meetings.
PLEASE NOTE: A LEAVE OF ABSENCE request must be received by the Management Committee prior to
their meeting on 1st Tuesday of the month. When approved, it reduces your maximum required
attendance level for the year. It is a constitutional requirement that all members maintain a minimum ratio
of 50% attendance. In simple terms if you apologise for, or fail to attend 7 meetings each year your
membership will be terminated.

Note: Please send any information to the Secretary for inclusion in this Newsletter by
the Friday following the first Tuesday of the month, which is when the Committee
meets. Many thanks.

NEW MEMBERS
It is with great pleasure that we welcomed new members to our Club this year.
We invite them to share in and enjoy the various activities that our Club offers.
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ACTIVITY GROUPS
These groups are established for your enjoyment. It’s a great way to meet new people and make new
friends. Our Convenors are always very willing and happy to welcome new Members.
So do try to get involved.
Book Exchange

Roger Atack

Book Reading Group

Barbara Primrose

Bowls Group

Robert Cochrane

Bridge Group

David Lewis

Caravans and Cabins

Les and Jill Dyball

Craft Group

Carole Rock

Fishing Group

Bob Tubman

Gardening Group

Harry Koller

Genealogy Group

John Wilkes

Golf Group

Bob Osborne

Movie Group

Jan Quinn

SAPPS Dining Out

John Michell

Tennis Group

Harry Koller

Theatre Parties

Marie Woodward

Walking Group

Johanna Cancian

Ross Long

Ruth Cocks

Vyvyan Orley

BOOK READING GROUP – MONDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 2019 2.00-3.30 PM
The Book Reading Group meets at the Cosy Nook Cafe, Shop 1, Ward Place, Round Corner,
Dural.
In November we discussed 'Wild Lavender' by Belinda Alexander. Told by Simone Fleurier,
it describes her progress from a poor lavender farm to stardom in Parisian music halls to Resistance work
during World War II. We all found it an interesting and easy read, but differed in our assessment of the
quality of the writing; some of us found it lacking in believability and depth. We rated the book 7.5 out of a
possible 10; this number is an average of our various scores.
In February we will discuss 'Nine Perfect Strangers' by Liane Moriarty. We are a small but enthusiastic
group and other club members are always welcome to join us.

BOWLS GROUP – FRIDAY, 11 JANUARY, 2019 AT 9.00 AM
Christmas celebrations for the bowling group and last bowls for 2018 will be held on
Friday, 14 December. It was a pleasure to welcome a new club member, Sandra to
bowls in November. For those who are yet to try bowling you are most welcome to
join us when the activity recommences at 9.00 am on 11 January, 2019 at Castle Hill
Bowling Club. We trust that all members have a safe and happy Christmas.
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BRIDGE GROUP - BRIDGE LESSONS - IMPROVERS/INTERMEDIATES
Following a period of hospitalisation for Ross, followed by Muriel breaking her wrist in
Perth, I confirm that the Improvers/Intermediate lessons will now start in January.

CARAVANS AND CABINS
About 24 Probus members journeyed to the Windang Beach Resort for an adventurous
5 day weekend in November. Our first full day was a visit to the historic town of Berry.
Many of the craft shops were visited, while the men watched the passing parade, arms
folded. Saturday was a visit to the veteran and vintage car museum, wow, what memories
were awakened. Sunday was a day to do as you wish day, Kiama Blow Hole and the many
views from the mountains to the coast as well as a visit to the Five Barrel Brewery for a
meal and tasting. Just a couple of the many things that were done and visited that day. The highlight was
our visit to the aircraft museum on Monday morning, just seeing the old aircraft and replica of the
Southern Cross as well as an ex Qantas 747. More adventures next year.

CRAFT GROUP – 31 JANUARY, 2019 1.30-3.30 PM
Craft has finished for this year we will start again on 31 January but we will be at
CRESTWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE, Crestwood Drive, Baulkham Hills for the January
and February meetings back to normal in March.
March meeting - This group meets in the ‘Village Green Community Centre’, 109 Bella
Vista Drive, Bella Vista. We meet every Thursday from 1.30-3.30 pm.
We meet every Thursday afternoon. We do not meet during the School Holidays.
New members are always welcome.

FISHING GROUP – FISHING TRIP – TUESDAY, 8 JANUARY, 2019
The Probus Fishing Group endeavour to catch a variety of fish using our expertise and
knowledge on the second Tuesday of each month..
Eleven members plan to enjoy Christmas lunch at the Mooney Mooney Club on
Tuesday, 4 December.
Our next planned activity is our annual program meeting to be held at the Castle Hill Country Club at 1 pm
on Tuesday, 8 January, 2019.
We always look forward to and welcome new participants.

GARDENING GROUP – THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 2018 at 10.00 AM
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Our next Garden Group Meeting and Christmas Lunch will be held on 6 December at
Barbara and Mal Robson’s home, for which we have about 50 confirmed attendees, which
will be a record, and promises to be a very pleasant event.
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GENEALOGY GROUP
Our year concluded with a most enjoyable Christmas Lunch at Trevi Lakeside
Restaurant, Norwest attended by 36 gene members. An inability to attend was
received by Neil and Anne Gover owing to Neil requiring some minor surgery on the
day of the lunch . . . . you were missed and we wish you both well.
Acknowledgements of appreciation with gifts were extended to Michele Bruce,
John Purkis, Jan Quinn, Colin and Anne Wood, Noelie and Ross Long, and Ralph and Julia Gosling for their
continued support throughout 2018. Tony Folland (Club President) and wife Noni who are active Gene
Group members joined us for lunch. Activity Groups Leader, David Lewis spoke briefly about the Gene
Group’s successful 2018 program and encouraged all members to continue supporting the fun, friendship
and fellowship of the Combined Castle Hill Probus Club.
Events Organiser for 2019, Anne Lockwood provided an insight into next year’s program with an excursion
to Rookwood Cemetery early in the calendar year to learn about the history, notables buried at the
cemetery and walk through the grounds which may interest many Probus members to come along.
Exploring your family history may involve family members who were buried and have gravesites/
headstones at the cemetery. This maybe an opportunity to learn about family history and genealogy.
New to genealogy or just curious about your family history – help is at hand!
Interested Probus members should contact John Wilkes – Group Convener.
Happy Christmas and a safe New Year and holiday season to all.

GOLF GROUP – MONDAY, 14 JANUARY, 2018 AT 8.00 AM
We had six starters for our November game at Richmond. Brian Easton had an
excellent game and the highest score all year with 43 points. Coming in second with 36
points was Terry Baker, followed closely by John Lucas with 34 points. Brian Easton also
took out longest drive and Nigel Neild was Nearest the Pin. Well done all.
The January game will be at Windsor on Monday, 14 January, 2019. Please meet at the
Pro Shop 15 minutes prior to hit off at 8.00am. New members are always welcome.

MOVIE GROUP – 2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
We would like to wish all members of our Probus club a very Happy Christmas and hope to
see some old and some new faces at our monthly movie day next year.
If you would like to join our popular Movie Group please contact Jan Quinn (Convenor).
or Vyvyan Orley.

TENNIS GROUP – EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 5.00-7.00PM
Our Wednesday evening Tennis activities have been rained out several times
recently, but we expect good weather and good attendances next Wednesday,
6December. The good news is that two new Probus players have joined our Tennis
group, and most importantly, we will hold our Tennis Christmas barbecue on
12 December, to which we expect about 20 attendees, which will include non-playing partners.
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WALKING GROUP
The Walking Group is currently in recess until early 2019.
There was a great response from those willing to lead a walk in 2019. Thank you to
all those who have volunteered. There are still 3 months to fill: June, August and
November.
If you are able to lead a walk on any one of these months can you please let Johanna Cancian know or see
me at the December Probus Meeting. Thank you and Merry Christmas to all.

THEATRE PARTIES
Payments MUST be made by the Finalised date. Cancellations advised prior to Finalised Date.

Event

Date

Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory
West Side Story
Saturday Night Fever
Muriel’s Wedding
School of Rock

Price Payment Due

Wednesday, 20 February, 2019
Capitol Theatre 1.00 pm
Tuesday, 26 March, 2018
Opera on the Harbour
Wednesday, 24 April, 2019
Lyric Theatre 1.00 pm
Wednesday, 17 July, 2019
Lyric Theatre 1.00 pm
Wednesday, 27 November, 2019
Capitol Theatre 1.00 pm

$70

Finalise in December

$100

Finalise January

$90

Finalise February

$90

Finalise May

$70

Finalise September

Apologies….Charlie and the Chocolate Factory needs finalising this month, December. So there’s still
an opportunity for tickets
West Side Story……3 seats left at this stage. This will be finalised in January. Please waitlist if you think
you might want to go because final numbers are determined once final payment is made

TOURS AND OUTINGS
The Tour Desk will usually open from 9.30 am to take your bookings and collect your payments.
If you cannot attend a selected Outing please remove your name from our list.
There can be no refunds after the cut-off date for day trips unless a replacement can be secured.
TOUR DESK OPERATORS – ELIZABETH and DOMINIC

DAY TOURS - PLEASE ENSURE YOU HAVE THE CORRECT MONEY FOR ALL PAYMENTS
ROUSE HILL PARK - BBQ BREAKFAST – TUESDAY, 22 JANUARY, 2019
 Our annual BBQ breakfast at Rouse Hill Regional Park, entry from Worcester Road.
 Eggs, bacon, tomato, bread, champagne and orange juice. Good company, all for just $5.00 p.p.
 BYO tea and coffee, crockery and cutlery. Commencing at 8 am for an 8.30 am start.
Helen Rose would appreciate the FINAL payment at the December General Meeting please.
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SYDNEY FISH MARKETS - MONDAY, 25 FEBRUARY, 2019
Sydney Fish Markets - Hunters Hill afternoon tea and West Head Seafood Twilight Dinner
Date: Monday, 25 February, 2019
Time: 1:30pm – 8:45pm
Cost: $88 p.p.
Meeting: Park at the Harvey Lowe Pavilion on the Castle Hill Showground. We will board the bus in
Showground Road.
Departing after lunch, our afternoon begins with a rambling drive to the Sydney Fish Markets on
Blackwattle Bay. Our focus today is showcasing some of our beautiful waterways featuring bays and coves
around Sydney Harbour. We will collect lots of fresh seafood for our twilight BBQ (including oysters,
prawns, fish and smoked salmon) and there will be the opportunity to buy seafood to take home – eskys
and ice will be provided for individual purchases.
Leaving the Fish Markets, we will travel through Rozelle and Balmain on our way to Hunters Hill for
afternoon tea taking in many outstanding views across our fabulous harbour. Hunters Hill and Woolwich
have an abundance of striking sandstone houses and we will enjoy afternoon tea in this delightful area
before continuing on to West Head.
We will enter Kuringai National Park and travel out to Commodore Heights. This section of the park was
included in 1951 and offers truly spectacular views over Broken Bay. While our sumptuous dinner is being
prepared at the picnic area (a short distance inland), there will be time for a short walk to take in some of
the most picturesque scenery imaginable over Pittwater and across to Palm Beach and Barrenjoey
Headland and over the Hawkesbury River and across to the Central Coast, or just relax in the tranquility!
Cost per person of $88.00 including afternoon tea, National Park Entry, Seafood BBQ dinner with dessert
and drinks. (Please note alternatives can only be pre-arranged in advance, for those that don’t like
seafood).
This tour is almost full to capacity.
Please make FINAL payment at the January General Meeting.

TOURS IN THE PIPELINE - DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED
MARCH - DATE AND TIME: TBC
NSW Parliament House, 6 Macquarie St, Sydney
High tea in the Parliamentary Stranger’s Room. Followed by a tour of the Parliament House.
“Indulge in handmade vanilla bean panna cotta, raspberry meringue kisses or fresh sultana scones and jam
served on the traditional NSW Parliamentary Wedgewood plates. Enjoy delicate finger sandwiches of
pulled chicken and walnut or leek and gruyere frittata. Choose from a selection of teas and coffee poured
piping hot into an elegant bone china cup. NSW Parliament prides itself on sourcing the best selection of
quality state produce, from sustainable and ethical local farmers and suppliers. Everything is handmade inhouse and served in the historical Stranger’s Room, overlooking the beautiful Domain.”
Transport: Make your own way to Parliament House.
Cost: Tour Free
High Tea: Sparkling High Tea $56 per person with a glass of Tyrrell’s Moore’s Creek Sparkling wine.
Please make the final payment at the February General Meeting
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PHOTO BOOKS
Would all those who wish to participate in the Sri Lanka Probus Photo Book please bring their digital
images - SD card, USB, DVD and any other material to the General Meeting and I will do my best to have
the Photo Book with the printers before I leave for foreign parts again.
For those select few, (who I contacted directly some weeks ago), who are eagerly awaiting the Russian
Photo Book, can you please supply similar materials at the same meeting. Thanks David Lewis

INTERNATIONAL TOURS - Dominic Cancian
1. COOK ISLANDS - 9 DAYS/8 NIGHTS WITH ON COURSE TOURS
13 TO 21 JUNE 2019
There has been a reasonable interest in the Cook Islands tour and as we have reached our numbers, it is
definitely going ahead. Bookings with our Probus group have now closed.

2. RIVER CRUISE - FRANCE - AVALON WATERWAYS
Option for one or both river cruises –
- Seine River Cruise 8 days from Paris to Normandy and return, and/or
- Saone & Rhone River Cruise 11 days from Paris to Burgundy, Provence and Cote D'Azur.
Cost is expected to be from $5,000 pp twin share for Seine River from Paris to Normandy and return and
cost from $6,500 pp twin share for Saone and Rhone River from Paris to Provence and Cote D'Azur.
For both river cruises of 16 days, the cost expected from $10,500 pp twin share. For return airline flights to
Paris/ Europe allow an additional cost of approx $1,600 pp.
There are some names on the Expression of Interest list for each of these river cruises, but there is still
room for more. We need a minimum of 8 people on a list for the cruise to go ahead.
Travel in September/October 2019 period, depending upon availability at time of booking. The Expression
of Interest list is open till the next meeting at the International Tours desk, and it will close at the
December meeting, so please see me before then if you would like to add your name to the list.

3. SOUTH AFRICA - JOHANNESBURG, KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, CAPETOWN
AND VICTORIA FALLS - DEPARTS SYDNEY 30 APRIL 2020 AND RETURNS ON
17 MAY 2020
The tour to South Africa will be a 17 day land tour commencing in Johannesburg and will include visits to
wildlife parks and game reserves in the Kruger National Park, Capetown and Victoria Falls. All of these
visits will be in the company of a Tour Guide. The emphasis will be on wildlife and scenery in South Africa.
The expected cost is in the range of $10,000 per person, twin share, with a single supplement about
$2,000, including return airfares from Sydney to Johannesburg. Prices are indicative at this stage, and
expected to be firmed up mid 2019.
There are 35 members with their names on the Expression of Interest list to date for this tour. As advised
at the October meeting the 1st deposit of 10% is to be paid by February 2019, 2nd deposit by August 2019,
with the balance by January 2020. The tour Brochure with Itinerary of 13 pages is available and has been
emailed to all members. I hope to have some of these brochures, supplied from the Travel Agent, for
interested members at the December meeting.
Dominic Cancian, Convenor, International Tours
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WEEK AWAY TOURS
BRIGHT - 26 APRIL-3 MAY, 2019
We have 48 on the trip and 2 reserves taking 31 rooms. The trip is 8 days and 7 nights.First night Wagga
then 5 nights in Bright and the last night in Jindabyne. Lunch in Canberra. We visit Mt Buffalo,
Beechworth, Mt Hotham and Mt Beauty.
Price is:
Single - $2295 incl $400 single supplement
Twin - $1895 pp
Double - $3790

YAMBA AND THE GRAFTON JACARANDA FESTIVAL - 20 OCTOBER-27 OCTOBER 2019
We have 44 taking 27 rooms using Moby Dicks and two other motels in Yamba. The trip is 8 days and
7 nights
We will stay at Port Macquarie on the way up and South West Rocks on the way back. As well as Yamba
and Grafton we will visit Foster, Lismore, Byron Bay, Ballina and many other towns as well as a cruise on
the Clarence. Price 2018 - Single with supplement $2275, Twin $1790.
2019 Brochures should be available at Dec GM.

CHANGEOVER LUNCH
LILY’S, 5 QUINN AVENUE, SEVEN HILLS
TUESDAY, 19 MARCH, 2019 AT 12.30PM
(AFTER THE AGM)

COST $60
BOOKINGS AND PAYMENT FROM THE DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING
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NEXT MEETING TUESDAY, 29 JANUARY, 2018
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